FOREWORD

THESE Memoirs "cover a period of thirty-five years. In deciding
to publish them, I have been prompted by the thought that they
may be of interest as a record of the development of Service
flying from its earliest days.

The story of the first year of the War in the Middle East, as
I saw it in 1940-1, is told in some detail.

It has been my good fortune to have spent my active career
In two great Services. The Royal Navy measures its history and
traditions in centuries. The Royal Air Force is not yet thirty
years old but has already a wonderful record in two world wars.

I have purposely included some personal reminiscences in
order to give an idea of the life we lived in the Services during
the earlier part of the twentieth century.
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